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22nd February 2026
10:00 Parish Communion
The First Sunday in Lent

Blended Worship



  

February Charity of the Month
Embrace the Middle East



 Almighty and most merciful Father,
 we give thanks for the service of The Green Howards Regiment
 which bore the symbol of your cross
 and whose sacrifice is commemorated in our Regimental Chapel.

 Today, may your inspiration and protection
 be with The Royal Yorkshire Regiment,
 that it may protect the weak and vulnerable
 and serve the cause of liberty and truth.

 We ask this in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
 the Prince of Peace and Saviour of all.

All Amen.

The prayer for The Green Howards Regiment



 1. God is working his purpose out,
          as year succeeds to year,
  God is working his purpose out,
          and the time is drawing near;
  nearer and nearer draws the time,
          the time that shall surely be,
  when the earth shall be filled
          with the glory of God
      as the waters cover the sea.

Opening Hymn:  God is working his purpose out CP 444



 2. From utmost east to utmost west,
          wherever feet have trod,
  by the mouth of many messengers
          goes forth the voice of God,
  ‘Give ear to me, ye continents,
          ye isles, give ear to me,
  that the earth may be filled
          with the glory of God
      as the waters cover the sea.’

Opening Hymn:  God is working his purpose out CP 444



 3. What can we do to work God’s work,
          to prosper and increase
  the love of God in all mankind,
          the reign of the Prince of peace?
  What can we do to hasten the time,
          the time that shall surely be,
  when the earth shall be filled
          with the glory of God
      as the waters cover the sea?

Opening Hymn:  God is working his purpose out CP 444



 4. March we forth in the strength of God,
          with the banner of Christ unfurled,
  that the light of the glorious gospel of truth
          may shine throughout the world;
  fight we the fight with sorrow and sin,
          to set their captives free,
  that the earth may be filled
          with the glory of God
      as the waters cover the sea.

Opening Hymn:  God is working his purpose out CP 444



 5. All we can do is nothing worth
          unless God blesses the deed;
  vainly we hope for the harvest-tide
          till God gives life to the seed;
  yet nearer and nearer draws the time,
          the time that shall surely be,
  when the earth shall be filled
          with the glory of God
      as the waters cover the sea.

Arthur C. Ainger (1841-1919)

Opening Hymn:  God is working his purpose out CP 444



The Gathering

 In the name of the Father,
 and of the Son,
 and of the Holy Spirit.
All Amen.

The Greeting

 The Lord be with you
All and also with you.



Prayer of Preparation

All Almighty God,
 to whom all hearts are open,
 all desires known,
 and from whom no secrets are hidden:
 cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
 by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
 that we may perfectly love you,
 and worthily magnify your holy name;
 through Christ our Lord.
 Amen.



Prayers of Penitence

 Our Lord Jesus Christ said:
 The first commandment is this:
 ‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord.
 You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
 with all your soul, with all your mind,
 and with all your strength.’

 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’
 There is no other commandment greater than these.
 On these two commandments
 hang all the law and the prophets.

All Amen. Lord, have mercy.



Invitation to Confession

 The sacrifice of God is a broken spirit;
 a broken and contrite heart God will not despise.
 Let us come to the Lord, who is full of compassion,
 and acknowledge our transgressions in penitence and faith.

All Lord God,
 we have sinned against you;
 we have done evil in your sight.
 We are sorry and repent.
 Have mercy on us according to your love.
 Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse us from our sin.
 Renew a right spirit within us
 and restore to us the joy of your salvation;
 through Jesus Christ our Lord.
 Amen.



Absolution
 

 May the God of love and power
 forgive you and free you from your sins,
 heal and strengthen you by his Spirit,
 and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord.
All Amen.



Kyrie Eleison
 

All Lord, have mercy.
 Lord, have mercy.
 Lord, have mercy.

 Christ, have mercy.
 Christ, have mercy.
 Christ, have mercy.

 Lord, have mercy.
 Lord, have mercy.
 Lord, have mercy.



The Collect

 Let us pray.

 Heavenly Father,
 your Son battled with the powers of darkness,
 and grew closer to you in the desert:
 help us to use these days to grow in wisdom and prayer
 that we may witness to your saving love
 in Jesus Christ our Lord.
All Amen.



THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

Readings

A reading from the book of Genesis (2:15-17; 3:1-7 NRSV)

The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it 
and keep it. 16And the LORD God commanded the man, ‘You may freely 
eat of every tree of the garden; 17but of the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall 
die.’

3 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that 
the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, ‘Did God say, “You shall 
not eat from any tree in the garden”?’ 2The woman said to the serpent, 
‘We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; 3but God said, “You 
shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, 
nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.” ’



THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

Readings
4But the serpent said to the woman, ‘You will not die; 5for God knows 
that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like 
God, knowing good and evil.’ 6So when the woman saw that the tree 
was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the 
tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; 
and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he 
ate. 7Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they 
were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths 
for themselves.

 This is the word of the Lord
All Thanks be to God

 



THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

Readings

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans (5:12-19 NRSV)

Just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came through 
sin, and so death spread to all because all have sinned— 13sin was indeed 
in the world before the law, but sin is not reckoned when there is no 
law. 14Yet death exercised dominion from Adam to Moses, even over those 
whose sins were not like the transgression of Adam, who is a type of the 
one who was to come.
15But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the 
one man’s trespass, much more surely have the grace of God and the free 
gift in the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the 
many. 16And the free gift is not like the effect of the one man’s sin. For
the judgement following one trespass brought condemnation, but
the free gift following many trespasses brings justification.



THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

Readings
17If, because of the one man’s trespass, death exercised dominion through 
that one, much more surely will those who receive the abundance of grace 
and the free gift of righteousness exercise dominion in life through the one 
man, Jesus Christ.
18Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one 
man’s act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all. 19For just as 
by the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one 
man’s obedience the many will be made righteous.

 This is the word of the Lord
All Thanks be to God



      Bread of life, hope of the world,
      Jesus Christ, our brother:
      feed us now, give us life,
      lead us to one another.

 1. As we proclaim your death,
  as we recall your life,
  we remember your promise
      to return again.

 2. This bread we break and share
  was scattered once as grain:
  just as now it is gathered,
      make your people one.

Second Hymn:  Bread of Life, Hope of the World



      Bread of life, hope of the world,
      Jesus Christ, our brother:
      feed us now, give us life,
      lead us to one another.

 3. We eat this living bread,
  we drink this saving cup:
  sign of hope in our broken world,
      source of lasting love.

 4. Hold us in unity,
  in love for all to see;
  that the world may believe in you,
      God of all who live.

Second Hymn:  Bread of Life, Hope of the World



      Bread of life, hope of the world,
      Jesus Christ, our brother:
      feed us now, give us life,
      lead us to one another.

 5. You are the bread of peace,
  you are the wine of joy,
  broken now for your people,
      poured in endless love.

 6. Our hunger for your word,
  our thirsting for your truth
  are the sign of your life in us
      till we rest in you.
     Bernadette Farrell (b. 1957)

Second Hymn:  Bread of Life, Hope of the World



THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

Gospel Reading

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
All Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the 
devil. 2He fasted for forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was 
famished. 3The tempter came and said to him, ‘If you are the Son of 
God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.’ 4But he 
answered, ‘It is written,
“One does not live by bread alone,

but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.” ’

(4:1-11)



THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

Gospel Reading

5Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the 
pinnacle of the temple, 6saying to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, 
throw yourself down; for it is written,
“He will command his angels concerning you”,

and “On their hands they will bear you up,
so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.” ’
7Jesus said to him, ‘Again it is written, “Do not put the Lord your God to 
the test.” ’



THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

Gospel Reading

8Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all 
the kingdoms of the world and their splendour; 9and he said to him, ‘All 
these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.’ 10Jesus said 
to him, ‘Away with you, Satan! for it is written,
“Worship the Lord your God,

and serve only him.” ’
11Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him.

 This is the Gospel of the Lord
All Praise to you, O Christ





The Creed

All We believe in one God,
 the Father, the Almighty,
 maker of heaven and earth,
 of all that is, seen and unseen.

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
 the only Son of God,
 eternally begotten of the Father,
 God from God, Light from Light,
 true God from true God, begotten, not made,
 of one Being with the Father;
 through him all things were made.



The Creed

 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
 was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
 and was made man.
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
 he suffered death and was buried.
 On the third day he rose again
 in accordance with the Scriptures;
 he ascended into heaven
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
 and his kingdom will have no end.



The Creed

 We believe in the Holy Spirit,
 the Lord, the giver of life,
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
 who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
 who has spoken through the prophets.
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,
 and the life of the world to come.

 Amen.



Intercessions



The Peace    
                 

 Since we are justified by faith,
 we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
 who has given us access to his grace.

 The peace of the Lord
 be always with you
All and also with you.



 1. There’s a wideness in God’s mercy
      like the wideness of the sea;
  there’s a kindness in his justice
      which is more than liberty.

 2. There is no place where earth’s sorrows
      are more felt than up in heaven;
  there is no place where earth’s failings
      have such kindly judgement given.

 3. For the love of God is broader
      than the measures of man’s mind;
  and the heart of the Eternal
      is most wonderfully kind.

Hymn at preparation:  There’s a wideness in God’s mercy CP 598



 4. But we make his love too narrow
      by false limits of our own;
  and we magnify his strictness
      with a zeal he will not own.

 5. There is plentiful redemption
      in the blood that has been shed;
  there is joy for all the members
      in the sorrows of the Head.

Hymn at preparation:  There’s a wideness in God’s mercy CP 598



 6. There is grace enough for thousands
      of new worlds as great as this;
  there is room for fresh creations
      in that upper home of bliss.

 7. If our love were but more simple,
      we should take him at his word;
  and our lives would be all gladness
      in the joy of Christ our Lord.

F. W. Faber (1814-1863)

Hymn at preparation:  There’s a wideness in God’s mercy CP 598



Preparation of the Table
 

 Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power,
 the glory, the splendour, and the majesty;
 for everything in heaven and on earth is yours.
All All things come from you,
 and of your own do we give you.

 God of our journey,
 as we walk with you on your path of obedience,
 sustain us on our way and lead us to your glory;
 through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All Amen.



The Eucharistic Prayer

 The Lord is here.
All His Spirit is with us.

 Lift up your hearts.
All We lift them to the Lord.

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All It is right to give thanks and praise.

 It is indeed right and good
 to give you thanks and praise,
 almighty God and everlasting Father,
 through Jesus Christ your Son.



 For in these forty days
 you lead us into the desert of repentance
 that through a pilgrimage of prayer and discipline
 we may grow in grace
 and learn to be your people once again.
 Through fasting, prayer and acts of service
 you bring us back to your generous heart.
 Through study of your holy word
 you open our eyes to your presence in the world
 and free our hands to welcome others
 into the radiant splendour of your love.



 As we prepare to celebrate the Easter feast
 with joyful hearts and minds
 we bless you for your mercy
 and join with saints and angels
 for ever praising you and singing:

All Holy, holy, holy Lord,
 God of power and might,
 heaven and earth are full of your glory.
 Hosanna in the highest.

 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
 Hosanna in the highest.



 Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;
 grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,
 and according to your holy will,
 these gifts of bread and wine
 may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;

 who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
 took bread and gave you thanks;
 he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
 Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
 do this in remembrance of me.



 In the same way, after supper
 he took the cup and gave you thanks;
 he gave it to them, saying:
 Drink this, all of you;
 this is my blood of the new covenant,
 which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
 Do this, as often as you drink it,
 in remembrance of me.

 Jesus Christ is Lord:
All Lord, by your cross and resurrection
 you have set us free.
 You are the Saviour of the world.



 And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,
 his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world;
 rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,
 and looking for his coming in glory,
 we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.
 As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,
 we bring before you this bread and this cup
 and we thank you for counting us worthy
 to stand in your presence and serve you.



 Send the Holy Spirit on your people
 and gather into one in your kingdom
 all who share this one bread and one cup,
 so that we, in the company of all the saints,
 may praise and glorify you for ever,
 through Jesus Christ our Lord;

 by whom, and with whom, and in whom,
 in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
 all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,
 for ever and ever.
All Amen.



The Lord’s Prayer

 Trusting in the compassion of God,
 as our Saviour taught us, so we pray:

All Our Father in heaven,
 hallowed be your name,
 your kingdom come,
 your will be done,
 on earth as in heaven.
 Give us today our daily bread.
 Forgive us our sins
 as we forgive those who sin against us.
 Lead us not into temptation
 but deliver us from evil.
 For the kingdom, the power,
 and the glory are yours
 now and for ever.  Amen.



Breaking of the Bread

 Every time we eat this bread
 and drink this cup
All we proclaim the Lord’s death
 until he comes.

Agnus Dei

All Jesus, Lamb of God,
 have mercy on us.

 Jesus, bearer of our sins,
 have mercy on us.

 Jesus, redeemer of the world,
 grant us peace.



Giving of Communion

 Jesus is the Lamb of God
 who takes away the sin of the world.
 Blessed are those who are called to his supper.
All Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,
 but only say the word, and I shall be healed.



Giving of Communion
 

 Come to this table, not because you must,
 but because you may.

 Come not because you have all faith,
 but because you have some faith and would like to grow in it.

 Come because you love the Lord a little,
 and would like to love him more.

 Come because he loves you
 and wants to give you everything.

 Come because this is the table of the Lord
 and it is he who invites us to be here. 



 1. Take my life, and let it be
  consecrated, Lord, to thee;
  take my moments and my days,
  let them flow in ceaseless praise.

 2. Take my hands, and let them move
  at the impulse of thy love;
  take my feet, and let them be
  swift and beautiful for thee.

 3. Take my voice, and let me sing
  always, only, for my King;
  take my lips, and let them be
  filled with messages from thee.

Communion Hymn:  Take My Life, and Let It Be CP 581



  4. Take my silver and my gold;
  not a mite would I withhold;
  take my intellect, and use
  every power as thou shalt choose.

 5. Take my will, and make it thine:
  it shall be no longer mine;
  take my heart: it is thine own;
  it shall be thy royal throne.

 6. Take my love; my Lord, I pour
  at thy feet its treasure-store;
  take myself, and I will be
  ever, only, all for thee.
           Frances Ridley Havergal (1836-1879)

Communion Hymn:  Take My Life, and Let It Be CP 581



Prayers after Communion

 Lord God,
 you have renewed us with the living bread from heaven;
 by it you nourish our faith,
 increase our hope,
 and strengthen our love:
 teach us always to hunger for him who is the true and living bread,
 and enable us to live by every word
 that proceeds from out of your mouth;
 through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All Amen.



Prayers after Communion

All God of our pilgrimage,
 you have fed us with the bread of heaven.
 Refresh and sustain us
 as we go forward on our journey,
 in the name of Jesus our Lord.

Amen.



Notices



 1. I cannot tell why he, whom angels worship,
      should set his love upon the sons of men,
  or why, as Shepherd, he should seek the wanderers,
      to bring them back, they know not how or when.
  But this I know, that he was born of Mary
      when Bethl’em’s manger was his only home,
  and that he lived at Nazareth and laboured,
  and so the Saviour, Saviour of the world, is come.

Final Hymn:  I Cannot Tell CP 54



 2. I cannot tell how silently he suffered,
      as with his peace he graced this place of tears,
  or how his heart upon the cross was broken,
      the crown of pain to three and thirty years.
  But this I know, he heals the broken-hearted
      and stays our sin and calms our lurking fear
  and lifts the burden from the heavy laden;
  for still the Saviour, Saviour of the world is here.

Final Hymn:  I Cannot Tell CP 54



 3. I cannot tell how he will win the nations,
      how he will claim his earthly heritage,
  how satisfy the needs and aspirations
      of east and west, of sinner and of sage.
  But this I know, all flesh shall see his glory,
      and he shall reap the harvest he has sown,
  and some glad day his sun will shine in splendour
  when he the Saviour, Saviour of the world, is known.

Final Hymn:  I Cannot Tell CP 54



 4. I cannot tell how all the lands shall worship,
      when at his bidding every storm is stilled,
  or who can say how great the jubilation
      when every heart with love and joy is filled.
  But this I know, the skies will thrill with rapture,
      and myriad myriad human voices sing,
  and earth to heav’n, and heav’n to earth, will answer,
  ‘at last the Saviour, Saviour of the world, is King!’

      William Young Fullerton (1857-1932)

Final Hymn:  I Cannot Tell CP 54



Blessing         

 Christ give you grace to grow in holiness,
to deny yourselves, take up your cross, and follow him;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.

All Amen.

 Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord.
All In the name of Christ. Amen.
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